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A LETTER FROM J. G. AKERMAN, Esq., F.S.A., 



RICHARD CULL, Honorary Secretary, 

WITH A TRACING OP 

AREMARKABLE SKULL EOUND IN SWITZERLAND. 
Read January 11, 1854. 



Society of Antiquaries' Apartments, 

HA December, 1853. 
My Dear Sir, — 

I venture to send you, for the inspection of the Ethnologi- 
cal Society, a tracing of a very remarkable cranium, sent to 
me a short time since by a Swiss friend of mine, M. Troyon, 
well known for his archaeological researches in the neighbour- 
hood of Bel Air, near Lausanne, where it was found. M. 
Troyon observes that it is the sole example he has discovered 
during his researches ; but that a few years since some crania 
of similar form were discovered in Hungary, and that Dr. 
Gosse, of Geneva, had found one or two of the same descrip- 
tion near the mountain of the Salive. He further remarks 
that Professor Retzius, whom he has consulted on the subject, 
is of opinion that the depression observable on these crania 
has been produced artificially in infancy, a practice, according 
to Herodotus, known to the ancient Scythians. As these dis- 
coveries are extremely rare in Europe, and as the remains 
with which they were found associated point to a period of 
invasion, M. Troyon thinks it very probable that the skulls in 
question may be those of Scythians brought into the country 
by the Burgundians on their settlement in Switzerland. 

I regret that I cannot at present communicate any thing 
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regarding the relics, if any, found with the skeleton to which 
this cranium belonged, as they might assist us in determining 
the status of the individual whose skull is so peculiarly dis- 
tinguished ; but I hope soon to be enabled to communicate 
some further particulars, having written to M. Troyon with 
that view. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, 

Very faithfully yours, 

J. G. Akerman. 

Richard Cull, Esq., 

Secretary, Ethnological Society. 



